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Abstract:

The objective of this article is to systematically review and assess what is known about the impacts of
climate change on aeroallergens and other naturally derived particulates, and the associated human health
impacts, and to examine responses to these in Australia, focusing on adaptation. Prior research was
searched using several general and discipline-specific research databases. The review concludes that
whereas there is little original research on the impacts of climate change on aeroallergens and other
naturally derived particulates in Australia, or the human health consequences of these, research from
overseas suggests that these impacts may be adverse and of considerable magnitude. More research is
required to assess the impacts of climate change on these airborne particles and associated diseases in
Australia and other parts of the Asia-Pacific. There are important policy implications of this review. There is
a need for enhanced monitoring of the atmospheric environment and associated health conditions in
Australia. Education about climate change and human health in general, and air quality and related
diseases specifically, is required for the community, health professionals, and others. Improvements are
needed in the preparedness of infrastructure, such as health care facilities and early warning systems,
particularly for aeroallergens, and all of these adaptive policy responses require further research.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1010539510391771   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Solar Radiation

Air Pollution: Allergens, Dust, Interaction with Temperature, Particulate Matter

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Effect: Asthma, Upper Respiratory Allergy

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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